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PRESS RELEASE 

 

Launching of “In Limbo” Campaign 

 

The Socio-economic Justice Initiative “MAAN” and the Lebanese Union for People with Physical Disabilities 

(LUPD), in partnership with the Beirut Port Explosion Victims’ Families Association, and the Aftermath of 

August 4 Association, organized a gathering for people who have been injured on August 4, in the 

attendance of Beirut port explosion victims’ families from different nationalities, and a number of 

embassies and civil society representatives, on the afternoon of Tuesday, December 13, 2022, at Beit 

Beirut – Sodeco. During the event, the In Limbo campaign was launched and it involved written stories 

and photo-reports by journalists documenting the lives of people who sustained permanent or semi-

permanent disabilities in the aftermath of the August 4 explosion at the port of Beirut. 

In conjunction with the campaign, an interactive digital map displaying the geographical locations of those 

who were injured in the explosion was launched through the www.beirut607.org website. This website 

was specifically established to be a platform or a digital commemorative gallery documenting the events 

that marked the aftermath of the explosion. 

The event opened with the Lebanese national anthem, followed by a one-minute silence for the souls of 

the explosion martyrs, after which a short movie describing the campaign’s overview and objectives was 

shown. Speeches followed, including a speech from the Beirut Port Explosion Victims’ Families Association 

calling for the truth, and another from the LUPD calling for serious consideration of the urgent needs of 

those affected by the blast. The Aftermath of August 4 Association also stressed the demands of affected 

populations, who, even if they were physically treated, the brutality of the crime will not be erased from 

their memories. The Socio-economic Justice Initiative - MAAN’s founder, Ahmad Mroueh, stressed in his 

speech, saying: “the movement that we will launch today -Between Life and Death, is an explicit honest 

call to all conscientious to rise and stand together to find the truth and achieve an ever-needed justice, 

not only to take revenge on those who caused the explosion, but beyond that, to ensure it never happens 

again. A government that tries to silence the voices that call for the truth about the Beirut explosion is a 

government we cannot trust with our lives.” 

Addressing those injured by the blast, he said: “the access to health services will not be granted unless 

your individual voices become one collective powerful voice that will impact change exactly like the joint 

action of the Beirut port explosion victims’ families. It is an open invitation to unite efforts and anger in 

order to influence decisions versus procedures, achieve justice versus disruption of justice, and ensure 

nonrecurrence versus impunity.” 

Mr. Mroueh thanked the LUPD for the joint effort and daily coordination to professionally conduct this 

initiative. He also saluted the efforts of the Beirut Port Explosion Victims’ Families Association, including 
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the families of the Beirut Fire Brigade’s martyrs, to move forward in this long journey. Moreover, he 

praised the work of the journalists and everyone involved in this initiative. 

The event concluded with a couple of short films on documented cases, opening the floor for questions 

and discussions. 
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